
ften during fabrication—especially when making

hinge pins and brooch pins—jewelers need a

straight piece of wire. But if the wire comes off a coil

or has been sitting in a box, it is often bent or irregular.

Consequently, it must be straightened.

One way to accomplish this is by tapping the wire with a mal-

let against a hard flat steel surface. But even that often fails to

yield wire that is truly straight.

The best way to make wire dead straight is to pull it taut. To do

this, place one end of the wire in a stationary vise and the other in

a hand vise. (Note: with thin wire you will need at least a two foot

length; and the thicker the wire, the longer the piece needed to apply the

force to stretch it.) Pull the wire taut and horizontal, then give it a

smooth, firm, hard yank; this will actually stretch it a small amount.

Instantly, the wire becomes perfectly straight. In addition, the wire

is now noticeably harder, slightly longer, and immeasurably thinner
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